
16 DIVISION OF

NATURE’S GOLD MEDAL WINNER

(1988)

Painting of Smokey Bear posing with a shovel in one hand and a gold 
medal around his neck for someone drawing a picture of him. There 
is one cub holding onto the shovel and another cub behind the tree 
Smokey is leaning on. There is also a deer on the other side of Smokey.

The ODNR Division of Forestry 
is proud to present and share 

this collection of beautiful 
and timeless Smokey 

Bear artwork images.  
Wendelin began his US 
Forest Service career in 

1933, and in 1944 he was 
given the responsibility of 

bringing newly created wildfire 
prevention symbol Smokey Bear 
to life with his pencils, paints, 
brushes, and artistic prowess. 
Under Wendelin’s direction, 
Smokey grew into the beloved 
image and national icon that he 
remains to this day.

Educational materials will be provided alongside 
the display on how you can prevent wildfires and 
learn about campfire safety. 

Art Tour
June 23 – July 18
Display dates are subject to change without notice.

Replicas of 

Rudy Wendelin’s 
Original paintings of Smokey Bear
are on display in our lobby.


